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Welcome to the very first edition 
of Yak! We are a monthly, cross-
campus publication run for the 
students, by the students of the 
University of Newcastle. In our 
inaugural issue, we hope to introduce 
you to the team as well as some other, 
shall we say, “debonair” characters 
around campus. Our Yak crew have 

Name. Degree. What you do 
for Yak?
My name is Lachlan Charles 
Stevens. I’m a second year 
Communication student 
majoring in Journalism. I am 
your Entertainment Editor at 
Yak!

What did you want to be 
when you grew up?
I’ve always wanted to be a 
racing greyhound. I’m a fast 
runner and I like to chase 
rabbits. But I think I might 
have to pick something a bit 
more realistic.

What is your guilty 
pleasure?
I don’t tell very many people 
this, but I like to watch 
Antiques Roadshow. Antiques 
are awesome.

What is your special place 
at uni?
The couches near Zouki’s 
Cafe in the Shortland building 
have been for me a place for 
celebration, commiserations 
and the odd bit of 
coursework-related bitching.

Name. Degree. What you do 
for Yak?
I’m Rowena Grant, a second 
year Communication student, 
majoring in Journalism and 
Media Production (after 
wasting a year on a couple of 
other degrees while I made 
my mind up). I’m the Features 
and Profiles Editor for Yak, 
bringing interesting stories to 
our quality audience. I also 
do a little photography on the 
side.

For the impending zombie 
apocalypse, what would be 
your weapon of choice 
and why?
A very, very large sound 
system to blast LMFAO’s 
Party Rock Anthem and force 
them all to be locked in the 
act of shuffling.

What is your special place 
at uni?
Mamadukes, hogging a four-
seater table to myself. Lovely 
staff, atmosphere, and the 
place I discovered the hot 
caramel (as opposed to the 
hot chocolate).

Name. Degree. What you do 
for Yak?
I am Jessica McAneney. I am 
a second year Communication 
student majoring in Journalism 
and Public Relations. I am the 
Regular Content Editor for Yak 
and can’t wait to see what you 
all think of our new magazine!!

If you had a Yak that could 
magically grant wishes, what 
would you name it?
Kamala the Magical Yak. 
As Yaks are from Tibet and 
Kamala is a truly Tibetan 
name!! (I should know, I 
googled it.)

What would you do 
differently if you knew no 
one would judge you?
Walk around with an umbrella, 
so that the birds can’t swoop 
at me. I have a morbid fear 
of those winged, clawed 
monsters.

What is your special place 
at uni?
The grassy knoll outside 
International House. Picnic 
rug, music, friends, food, the 
perfect sunny afternoon.

Name. Degree. What you do 
for Yak?
I’m Katie Burgess, a second-
year Communication student, 
majoring in Journalism and PR 
and I am the Managing Editor. 
In addition to spamming my 
fellow editors with spiritually 
stimulating directives and 
providing treaties at meetings, 
I make sure every issue of Yak 
comes together schmick-ly. 

Who is your celebrity 
doppelganger? 
With my chalky complexion 
and mod haircut, I have been 
told that I somewhat resemble 
Vince Noir from the Mighty 
Boosh. Although mildly miffed 
that my doppelganger is in 
fact a man, I am not terribly 
disheartened  as I, too, often 
find myself wondering whether 
the black bits in bananas really 
are tarantula eggs...

What is your special place 
at uni?
I’m unsure whether anyone 
else is aware of this, but 
the end cubicle of the girl’s 
bathroom in the ICT building 
overlooks the entire uni. It’s a 
mighty good vantage point.

WELCOME :)
been getting their creep on at gigs 
and around the grounds for the last 
month, gathering incriminating photos 
and catechising you with ridiculous 
questions in order to gauge what 
student life at Newcastle is really like. 

Back when I was an unsullied fresher, 
one of the most daunting things I 
found about coming to uni was the 
apparent lack of space to call my own. 
It seemed that everywhere I turned, 
there were youths frolicking on grassy 
knolls, text books in hand, or groups 
of girls seated around tables sipping 
chai lattes smugly. We spend so 
much of our time here at uni, it seems 
only fitting that we have some sacred 

space, some hallowed ground if you 
will, to vent about timetabling issues 
and exams, to have a cheeky beer or 
just to forget momentarily that we are 
actually here to get an education. I 
eventually found my special place, as 
you will read below, but where is your 
sacramental spot? Is it the lounges 
at GT Bar? Is it the rarest of birds, 
a computer at the AIC at 12pm on a 
Monday? Regardless of where it is, 
when it comes to your special place at 
uni, heed the wise words of Gandalf 
the Grey; do not advertise it, “Keep it 
secret, keep it safe”.

Cheers kids,

Katie B

> LACHLAN > ROWIE > JESS > KATIE
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HAYLEY Case of sour grapes, Emily?
13 people like this

EMILY Followed a guy all the way back to his car 
park, only to realise he had no intention of 
leaving, he just wanted to retrieve his bag of 
grapes. GRAPES?! Really man?

37 people like this19 May at 11:03   •

HAYLEY That’s a bit unraisinable.
15 people like this

NIC He went there for no raisin?
11 people like this

HAYLEY Well his results were certainly fruitful.
11 people like this

EMILY Seedless to say, I was disappointed.
12 people like this

CLAIRE These are some grape puns.
15 people like this

HAYLEY Sounds like you were bordeauxing on insanity!
8 people like this

KIRSTEN This is a bunch of fun.
8 people like this

NIC I heard a similar story... through the grapevine.
10 people like this

KIM Oh, you guys are a barrel of laughs!
3 people like this

HAYLEY He’d be raisin hell with that thing.
7 people like this

KIM He shiraz a grape deal of nerve!
10 people like this

KIM I think she just drew a blanc.
8 people like this

NIC There is just no reisling with some people.
7 people like this

CHLOE Lolololololol!!!

ASHLEIGH Next time you shouldn’t have such grape 
expectations.
6 people like this

NIC You should have attacked him. Damn his grape 
whistle.
6 people like this

HAYLEY Just for claret-fication; you need to pun in this 
thread, Chloe!
10 people like this

HAYLEY I must make my grape escape and go to class; 
I trust you all to hold the Port while I’m goon.
7 people like this

KIM I must go and mull over some physics. Thank you 
all for your intoxicating puns, it’s been grape :)
4 people like this

ASHLEIGH You were going to a grape deal of trouble to 
find a park.
3 people like this

Each day we are being asked to reduce our 
carbon foot print, stand up for climate change 
and make a difference with global warming. 
Regardless of which environmental cause we 
are being asked to fight for, Yak magazine is 
all about the GREEN U and this month we are 
asking U to jump on the recycling bandwagon. 

Facilities Management at the University of 
Newcastle have committed to improving 
recycling facilities in line with the University’s 
2011-2013 Environmental Sustainability Plan. 
Around campus you might have noticed 
wheelie bins with a yellow lid to indicate for 
recycling, so students and staff can to do their 
bit for the environment. 

So where can you spot these bins?
You can find them in common areas at Hunter 
Union, Shortland Union and Bar on the Hill.  
The Residential Colleges have also had a 
fantastic response to the recycling initiative. 
In Semester 2 there will be a new roll out of 
recycling bins at all high use bus stops, around 
the Auchmuty Library and the Chancellery. 

Now let’s be 
honest, we don’t 
always remember 
the green shopping 
bags. Reuse your 
plastic bags for 
groceries, or to line 
bins at home. 

Reuse your paper. 
Keep paper in 
a spare tray to 
use for grocery 
lists and making 
notes.

How can you help at home?

Organise a 
recycling bin or 
boxes at your 
home. Empty 
at your nearest 
recycling depot.

with Jess McAneney
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As I walked into the Archives Centre, I was stepping into 

centuries (or maybe just decades) gone past. The man I 

was to meet works in the establishment of tradition and 

history and it appears to have both impacted him and 

‘suit’-ed him as a gentleman and scholar.

I was to meet… him. The one, the only: the Dapper 

Gentleman of the University of Newcastle.

Softly spoken and wearing his trademark three-piece 

tweed suit, the Dapper Gentleman was indeed that – 

well-dressed, stylish and well-mannered.

Having built up a reputation over the past nine years 

at the University of Newcastle, the Dapper Gentleman 

now has a Facebook following and an air of mystery. 

Fans are speechless when they see him; visitors have 

expressed wishes to transfer universities when they 

catch a glimpse; the man with the impeccable sense 

of style has charmed us all.

One fan admits to following him home (stalking 

behaviour which is neither endorsed nor 

recommended by the Yak editorial team), while 

another recalls frustratingly fumbling for words of 

well-wishing and greeting.

But just what does the Dapper Gentleman think of all this?
While a lot of the behaviour various fans have admitted to borders on the prerequisites for an AVO, the Dapper Gentleman does not believe himself to be deserving of the attention.

“It’s certainly not anything I’ve ever expected,” he says.
And while the staring sometimes puts him out, it is only because he feels it is unnecessary.
“I think they’re probably projecting their own dreams and imaginations onto me,” he says. “I don’t mind that, as long as they’re healthy dreams and imaginations.”
Such dreams and imaginations have been recounted on the Facebook page “The Dapper Gentleman of the University of Newcastle” and are there for all to see.
One fan recalls the day her boyfriend held open a gate in the library for the Dapper Gentleman to walk through: “Ah, the look on his face when he realised who he was holding it open for!”

The Dapper Gentleman is aware of the Facebook page made in his honour, on which he has been compared to historical and literary figures such as Charles Darwin and Sherlock Holmes.

“I’ve had Sherlock Holmes many times before, in fact,” he says. “I can’t see the resemblance myself – for a start, Holmes is always shown clean-shaven.”
Those familiar with the Dapper Gentleman will, of course, be familiar with his neatly trimmed beard that is an essential feature of his style.

By Rowena Grant
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However, this iconic figure’s style was once compromised – by his parents. Although he asserts he has always been a dapper dresser, it was not always smooth sailing.
“There were some arguments [when I was very much 
younger] about whether I would be seen dead in this or that garment,” he says. 

One such garment is almost unimaginable.
“My mother once got me into flares,” the Dapper 
Gentleman admits.

The memory of this particular outfit has stuck in the 
Dapper Gentleman’s mind (and will probably stick in yours), but his current fashion choices are inspired by his own sense of pride.

The Dapper Gentleman’s own styling has little variation, but that is why he has reached iconic status across the university campus. He is both classy and traditional.
His fashion on the weekends: “The same basic pattern just a bit older and more worn.” His choice at formal events: “The same basic pattern, just in better condition.”

And, for those of you wondering: he does not own 
tracksuit pants.

While most of the posts on the Facebook page are 
dedicated to expressing wonder and enthusiasm 
for his stylish fashion choices and revealing his 
whereabouts, there are many where frustrated fans 
recall how they were speechless in his presence.

The Dapper Gentleman’s solution: “‘Good morning’ is 
always a good start.” Or, failing this course of action, 
“whatever comes into their minds.”

Fear not this mysterious being: he is a polite, friendly 
and humble soul who is happy to say hello to anyone 
(if that’s how you get your kicks).

Writer’s note: if you would like to find out more about the 
Dapper Gentleman, go to our Facebook page and post on our 
wall. We chose not to destroy the mystery of such an iconic 
character, but will do so if specifically asked.
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In recent years, the volcano that is Australian 

music has erupted. We are lucky to bear 

witness to more and more sweet local music 

and Dead Letter Circus’ This is the Warning, 

released last year, is one example.

The Brisbane band has already had a 

successful as hell EP and a string of sell-out 

shows under their belt, and their fans had been 

waiting with bated breath for the full-length.

The album turned out, surprisingly, to 

be less heavy than the EP; leaning more 

towards progressive rock yet maintaining 

the quality of the previous offering. Finding 

the best words to describe the album is a 

difficult feat in itself, but Dead Letter Circus’ 

sound is certainly different, with U2-esque 

trimming surrounding similar sounds to fellow 

Australian prog-rock groups Karnivool and 

Cog. The dozen tunes are part-pretty, part-

psychotic with Kim Benzie’s soaring vocals 

certainly matching the melodic electricity of 

the riffs, with neither outshining the other in 

the balanced mix.

When throwing yourself into the album 

head-first, you’ll notice there is a different 

speed to each song, but the theme is pre-

set in every one. Your trip is constant, yet 

ever-changing when you listen to the record 

from start to finish.

The latest single, Cage, is definitely the 

highlight of the album, sending the listener 

spiralling forward into the rest of the record. 

Two songs later is Next in Line, a perfect 

wrap-up of the record’s theme of being lost, 

travelling in some fantastical surreal world, 

confronted with decisions and dead spots. 

The final song, Walk, returns the listener back 

to their own world, wrapping up the theme 

of the album with a sense of finality. It twists 

the album to a close with an intensifying rise 

to finish. It’s a journey to savour, and Dead 

Letter Circus have definitely produced a 

winner with the album.

With the band bringing their show to the Bar 

on the Hill on the 18th of August, it will be 

interesting to see how they convert the energy 

of the record into their live show. Tickets will 

no doubt sell fast and are on sale at 

www.bigtix.com.au, GT Bar, UShop Hunter or 

at Bar on the Hill on campus.

“ The dozen tunes 

are part-pretty, 

part-psychotic 

with Kim Benzie’s 

soaring vocals...”
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 orget endless hours of hunting for 
that perfect, yet timeless item that will 
exclude you from the dreaded ‘retail-

sameness’ we’ve all grown to loathe. The online 
fashion elite are taking the time and effort out of 
second-hand thrifting and vintage scavenging by 
bringing their sneaky finds to the very comfort of 
your home computer screen. Get your mouses 
ready, shoppers!

My shopping habits got the better of me last week 
in the most unlikely of places – The Salvation 
Army charity clothing store. 

As I happily lugged my pile of clothes to the 
counter, daydreaming in my head about what a 
good Samaritan I am (and how jealous my friends 
were going to be when they saw what I managed to 
discover), I was confronted with a volunteer worker 
who asked me something unexpected. 

“Now, are you going to sell these online or at 
the markets?”

While trying to figure out why anyone with half 
a fashion brain would ever be so dense as to 
forward these items on to the next highest bidder, 
she began to inform me that the art of tracking 
down one-off pieces has now turned into an 
online trade. 

It’s no recent revelation that vintage is becoming 
more popular by the minute but exclusive finds 
are no longer just in hidden away (and often 
overpriced) vintage boutiques – they’re available 
in the very comfort of your own home and there’s 
no endless hunting hours required.

If you have ever tried something on in a second-
hand store, only to realise it reeks of beer – then 
you’ll know what I’m talking about.

Luckily for us, we have stylish vintage enthusiasts 
out there doing the hard yards for us.

Whether it’s an official website, an eBay store, or 
even an increasingly popular ‘Comment SOLD to 

By

Chantelle Schmidt
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purchase’ system on Facebook, the vintage stores 
are all over the wondrous World Wide Web. 

Our news feeds are now clogged with the online 
‘vintage family’, including Garry Pepper Vintage, 
Tuula Vintage, Vintage Marketplace, Milly Lane 
Vintage, Lady Schmintage, Oh Deer Vintage… I 
think you get the thrift – I mean drift. 

Suzanne Blackmore of Milly Lane Vintage believes 
that Facebook is not only the cheapest option, but 
it also allows a business to  “reach a much larger 
crowd more freely” and is proving to be a two-way 
vintage lover street. 

21 year old vintage fan, avid ‘thrifter’ and self- 
proclaimed online shopping addict, Ashleigh Smith, 
feels that apart from Facebook being incredibly 
easy to access, it is also “more like a community 
full of like minded fashionistas, rather than just 
bidding through some machine”.

Lauren Stein is the designer of beautifully 
vintage-inspired and hand-crafted clothing line, 
HerPony, and also acknowledges the power of 
online exposure and what it has achieved for her 
upcoming label.

While HerPony garments are available in selected 
retailers, they are also available on Facebook 
page and online vintage boutique, Vintage 
Marketplace (VMP).

“Their Facebook database is huge and exposes 
HerPony to so many customers that we simply 
could not find,” she credits of the exceeding 
45, 000 ‘likes’ (and counting) of VMP.

“I feel as though a physical shop would not be 
able to sell as many garments as we do per week 
on Vintage Marketplace.” 

Wendy, owner of Shop 55 Vintage Clothing 
Boutique in Woy Woy on the Central Coast, feels 
differently about the experience of shopping online.

“Many online purchases don’t fit and may be 
flawed,” she explains. “Most people still like the 
experience of looking through the racks and 
trying it on.”

Through selling vintage for over six years, she 
readily admits that she has made room for an 
online presence and even has her own online 
store via her website. 

“It was opened as a tool to advertise the real shop,” 
she explains. “Many people Google ‘vintage’, so an 
online presence is a definite requirement.” 

“It seems to be the modern way of getting yourself 
‘out there’.”

To some, hunching over your laptop for endless 
hours of a day, making certain that someone 
doesn’t beat you to a vintage item you’ve been 
eyeing off, might be time better spent. 

However, it’s not long until you’re kicking yourself 
over that incredibly detailed, brass buttoned, fine 
knit cardigan that you could’ve had. You’re addicted.

Even though online vintage may be at its peak, 
rest assured that there is always an amazing frock 
hanging on a lonely rack, waiting to be rescued.  

No matter who manages to get their hand on it, 
whether it’s a vintage boutique owner, one of the 
many online storeowners in a flooded market, or 
your average op-shopper and bargain hunter - 
someone somewhere will breathe new life into the 
hidden gem.

Chantelle has now set up her own online vintage 
store. If you’re interested, have a gander at http://
www.facebook.com/ladyschmintage.

If you have ever tried something 

on in a second hand store, only to 

realise it reeks of beer - then you’ll 

know what I’m talking about.

Yak Magazine -August 2011 11



Wii WARS
3pm - GT Bar

POKER
6.30pm - Bar on the Hill

Wii WARS
3pm - GT Bar

POKER
6.30pm - Bar on the Hill

Wii WARS
3pm - GT Bar

POKER
6.30pm - Bar on the Hill

FREE Lunchtime Music
12.30pm - Bar on the Hill Lawn

UCard Happy Hour
4pm - GT Bar

FREE Lunchtime Music
? - Bar on the Hill Lawn Stage

UCard Happy Hour
4pm - GT Bar

Public Lecture Series:
Is your child getting a ‘fair go’.
6 - 8pm - Newcastle City Hall

Bar on the Hill Gig
Dead Letter Circus
7.30pm - Bar on the Hill

UCard: $20
Student: $22.50
Guest: $29.50

FREE Lunchtime Music
12.30pm - Bar on the Hill Lawn

UCard Happy Hour
4pm - GT Bar

FREE Lunchtime Music
12.30pm - Derkenne Courtyard

Trivia
1pm - Bar on the Hill

Beer Bingo
4pm - GT Bar

National Campus Band 
Competition - Heat 3 
7pm - Bar on the Hill

FREE Lunchtime Music
12.30pm - Derkenne Courtyard

Trivia
1pm - Bar on the Hill

Beer Bingo
4pm - GT Bar

National Campus Band 
Competition - Semi Final 
7pm - Bar on the Hill

FREE Lunchtime Music
12.30pm - Derkenne Courtyard

Trivia
1pm - Bar on the Hill

Beer Bingo
4pm - GT Bar

National Campus Band 
Competition - Heat 4 
7pm - Bar on the Hill

UCard Happy Hour
4pm - Bar on the Hill

Watt Space 
Look See 2011 Opening Night
6pm - Watt Space Gallery

UCard Happy Hour
4pm - Bar on the Hill

Snow Jam
Bar on the Hill

UCard Happy Hour
4pm - Bar on the Hill

Latin Dance Party
Bar on the Hill

Watt Space 
Classify Me- entry forms due

Friends of the University 
Book Fair
Saturday - Great Hall

Watt Space Exhibition:
Look See 2011
Watt Space Gallery

Trivia
12pm - GT Bar

FREE Lunchtime Music
12pm - Derkenne Courtyard

FREE Lunchtime Music
12.30pm - Bar on the Hill Lawn

Pool Competition
3pm - GT Bar

Wind Down Wednesday
3pm - 7pm - Bar on the Hill

FREE Lunchtime Music
12pm - Derkenne Courtyard
Trivia
12pm - GT Bar 

FREE Lunchtime Music
12.30pm - Bar on the Hill Lawn

Pool Competition
3pm - GT Bar

Wind Down Wednesday
3pm - 7pm - Bar on the Hill

Three Minute Thesis Final
10am - Richardson Wing

FREE Lunchtime Music
12pm - Derkenne Courtyard 

Trivia
12pm - GT Bar

FREE Lunchtime Music
12.30pm - Bar on the Hill Lawn 

01MONDAY  

15MONDAY  

08MONDAY  

02TUESDAY  

16 TUESDAY  

09TUESDAY 

04THURSDAY 

18THURSDAY 

11THURSDAY 

05FRIDAY  

19FRIDAY  

12 FRIDAY  

06/07SAT/SUN 
 

03WEDNESDAY 

17WEDNESDAY 

10 WEDNESDAY 

Wii WARS POKER COMP BEER BINGO
Mondays, 3pm - GT Bar Mondays, 6.30pm - BOTH Tuesdays, 4 - 6pm - GT Bar

TRIVIA
Tuesdays, 1pm - BOTH

Wednesdays, 1pm - GT Bar

-AUGUST
Pool Competition
3pm - GT Bar

Wind Down Wednesday
3pm - 7pm - Bar on the Hill



POOL COMP UCARD HAPPY WIND DOWN 
WEDNESDAYWednesdays, 3pm - GT Bar Thursdays, 4- 6pm - GT Bar

Fridays, 4- 6pm - BOTHWednesdays, 3-7pm - BOTH

coming up...

University of Newcastle 
Open Day
Saturday, 10am - Callaghan

Newcastle University Boat 
Club 50th Anniversary
Saturday, 6.30pm - Longworth 
House, Newcastle

Australian University 
Championship Snow Sports
Sunday - Thredbo

27/28SAT/SUN 
 

Wii WARS
3pm - GT Bar

POKER
6.30pm - Bar on the Hill

Wii WARS
3pm - GT Bar

POKER
6.30pm - Bar on the Hill

FREE Lunchtime Music
12.30pm - Bar on the Hill Lawn

UCard Happy Hour
4pm - GT Bar

Watt Space
Classify Me Opening Night
6.30pm - Watt Space Gallery

FREE Lunchtime Music
12.30pm - Bar on the Hill Lawn

UCard Happy Hour
4pm - GT Bar

FREE Lunchtime Music
12.30pm - Derkenne Courtyard

Trivia
1pm - Bar on the Hill

Beer Bingo
4pm - GT Bar

National Campus Band 
Competition - Semi Final II
7pm - Bar on the Hill

FREE Lunchtime Music
12.30pm - Derkenne Courtyard

Trivia
1pm - Bar on the Hill

Beer Bingo
4pm - GT Bar

National Campus Band 
Competition - FINAL
7pm - Bar on the Hill

UCard Happy Hour
4pm - Bar on the Hill

UCard Happy Hour
4pm - Bar on the Hill

Bar on the Hill Gig
Architecture in Helsinki
7.30pm - Bar on the Hill

$25 UCard
$27.50 Student
$32.50 Guest

Markets
11am - Auchmuty Courtyard 

Trivia
12pm - GT Bar

FREE Lunchtime Music
12pm- Auchmuty Courtyard

FREE Lunchtime Music
12.30- Bar on the Hill Lawn

Pool Competition
3pm - GT Bar

Wind Down Wednesday
3pm - 7pm - Bar on the Hill

Watt Space Exhibition
Classify Me
Watt Space Gallery

Census Date

Trivia
12pm - GT Bar

FREE Lunchtime Music
12pm - Derkenne Courtyard

FREE Lunchtime Music
12.30pm - Bar on the Hill Lawn

Pool Competition
3pm - GT Bar

Wind Down Wednesday
3pm - 7pm - Bar on the Hill

22MONDAY  

29MONDAY  

23TUESDAY 

30TUESDAY  

25THURSDAY 

01THURSDAY/SEPT 

26FRIDAY  

26FRIDAY/SEPT 

24WEDNESDAY 

31WEDNESDAY 
Central Coast Campus 
Open Day
Saturday, 10am - Ourimbah

20/21SAT/SUN 
 

Bar on the Hill
GT Bar

bigtix.com.au

Pre-sale tix available at

ARCHITECTURE IN
HELSINKI 
Bar on the Hill 

2
SEPT

CULTURAL 
AWAKENINGS 
Across campus 

5-9
SEPT

ESKIMO JOE
Bar on the Hill 23

SEPT

OKTOBERFEST
Bar on the Hill 21

OCT

HALLOWEEN
Bar on the Hill 26

OCT



1. THE BASICS
Autonomy Day: a day where you skip class with absolutely no feeling of guilt whatsoever. A day 
where you wear home made shirts (featuring ridiculous things) you made with your friends. A day 
where you’re awake absurdly early in the morning and try your hardest to pace yourself and make it to 
closing time at least. A day where you fail that. A day where you are careful not to get photographed 
doing something you will regret. A day where you fail that, too. A day of tradition and unity. A day not 
to be missed. 

2. THE HISTORY OF AUTO DAY
Did you know that our beloved uni was once a part of the University of New South Wales? Autonomy 
Day celebrates that fateful day in 1965 when we decided we wanted to go solo and promptly broke up 
with UNSW. Celebrated on the second Friday of Semester Two each year, rumour has it the various 
traditions associated with the day stem from an act committed by Professor Godfrey Tanner himself: 
he poured wine onto the ground to “sanctify the land upon which the University rests”. I wonder if it 
was cask wine? 

3. EVENTS & LOCATIONS
There’s plenty of stuff going on around campus if you’re after something to do. Over at the Bar on the 
Hill there’s The Party, the main event of Autonomy Day which runs from 6am to 6pm, where you can 
have a few sneakies with mates. Two pass-outs will be issued to allow you to attend the day’s other 
events if you see fit.

If that doesn’t sound like your style, there’s The Carnival over on Oval 4 behind the Commonwealth 
Bank. The Carnival is an alcohol-free event and features live music, games and food. There’s also the 
Auchmuty 500 starting at 9:30am at the Aviation car park, the traditional billy cart race, requiring a 
blood alcohol reading of zero to compete. The Amazing Race starts at 11am at The Carnival, and will 
have contestants running all over the campus completing challenges. Then there’s the assassination 
game, Murder. Check www.uonservices.org.au for details on how to enter. 

4. COST
The Amazing Race, the Auchmuty 500, the Carnival, and Murder are all free. Entry to Bar on the 
Hill (BOTH) will cost you $5 with a U Card, $10 as a student, and $20 for guests. Guests must be 
accompanied by a student. It’s kind of creepy for them to come and celebrate autonomy for a Uni they 
don’t even go to… 

FOURTEEN FACTS
FOR A FUN-FILLED
AUTONOMY DAY
By Rowena Grant & Lachlan Stevens
Your Features & Entertainment Editors

As a Newcastle Uni student, hopefully you've heard of Autonomy Day. But 
if not, here is your unofficial guide to all things Autonomous.
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5. UCARD BENEFITS
Firstly, you get half price entry at BOTH, and not only that – express entry. From one who has seen how 
humungous the queue can get on Auto Day, you will want a U Card. You also get free hot chips during 
the day (winner!) and can pick up your free Sydney Morning Herald to have a read when (if!) you want 
some downtime. 

6. SAFETY FIRST
Know your limits. Don’t be a fool. Don’t drink too much – someone might draw a penis on your face. 
Don’t drink and drive – you’ll hurt yourself and/or others. Don’t try and pull two chicks a once – it’s a 
recipe for disaster. Keep safe! Security will be on hand if you have any problems. 

7. APPROPRIATE ATTIRE
While here at Yak we understand the importance of looking good when you’re out socialising, there are 
some rules when it comes to clothing. Shoes must be worn at all times. This means no plugging around 
bare foot. Thongs are not adequate footwear, either. 

8. WRISTBANDS ARE YOUR FRIEND
At BOTH, you’ll be given a wristband upon entry. You’re allowed two ‘pass-outs’. That is, you can leave 
and then return to the venue later twice, perhaps having just watched the Auchmuty 500 or gone to the 
carnival. It’s a pretty good system and if you happen to, erm… ‘forget’ at any point how many times 
you’ve left the venue, your trusty wristband will let you know! 

9. NUTRITION
There are plenty of places to grab a bite to eat or a water if you’re feeling peckish. BOTH will be offering 
a free breakfast to start off the day. Around the campus there will be plenty of places to grab food, 
whether it’s at The Carnival at Oval 4, BOTH, or any of your favourite eating spots. Remember, if you’re 
enjoying the day with a few alcoholic beverages, drink plenty of water. Dehydration is not fun, and if 
you’re not keeping yourself hydrated, your day will be coming to an end rather quickly. 

10. THE INS AND OUTS OF ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION
For Autonomy Day, the only places on campus you can drink are the licensed premises. Aside from 
these, the rest of the campus has been declared an alcohol-free zone by the Vice-Chancellor. You don’t 
want to get in trouble on a day of fun for everyone, so don’t drink where you’re not supposed to! 

11. DO YOU HAVE YOUR EXIT BUDDY?
You might not think BOTH is a big venue. But when the staff car park next to it is included in their 
vicinity, the venue doubles in size. Add to this the amount of people that attend the festivities at BOTH 
and you have yourself a labyrinth in which you don’t want to lose a friend. Stick with someone so this 
doesn’t happen. 

12. NAPS ARE FOR NINCOMPOOPS
Traditionally, Auto Day is begun in the wee hours of the morning. Tradition sees those at the colleges 
wake up early to prepare themselves for the festivities ahead, and so does everyone else. It’s a long day. 
So if you need to sleep, go home. Or go to a friend’s. Use a pass-out. Do not fall asleep in the venue. 

13. ACADEMICS & CLASS
While you might be out having a good time, keep in mind there are students who have classes while you 
are enjoying yourself. While it’s okay to feel sorry for them for not being able to join in the reveling, you 
must also respect that they’re at uni to learn. 

14. MANNERS MAKETH THE MAN
Remember, everyone’s at Autonomy Day to have fun. And no one can have a good day if they’re 
subjected to rudeness. So treat the people around you the way you’d like to be treated, and everyone 
will have a fun, memorable day. The officials around the university are on hand to help you and make 
your day fun and enjoyable. You should comply with all requests. Unfortunately, this does mean that if 
you are asked to leave, you must leave. 

Yak Magazine -August 2011 15



The Party
Party on from 6am to 6pm.
Get in early for a FREE BREAKIE 
from 6am to 8am,

      UCARD: $5 entry
      VIP entry line
      + FREE hot chips!

STUDENTS: $10 entry

     GUESTS: $20 entry
     All guests must be 
     accompanied by a    
     student.

Only 2 pass-outs per person, so 
plan your day carefully!

The carnival
Running from 9am - 3pm. The 
Carnival is FREE for everyone!

AUCHMUTY 500
Check out the billy cart races at 
the Aviation carpark.

Cart scrutineering at 8am.

Billy cart races start at 9.30am.

Drivers must have a blood 
alcohol reading of zero to 
compete.

Signed entry and indemnity 
forms can be collected and 
returned to the Glasshouse 
at Bar on the Hill by 5pm, 
Wednesday 3 August.

For full game and event details, 
visit www.uonservices.org.au

The amazing race
Grab some mates & join the 
Amazing Race across campus! 

Register at the Glasshouse, 
Bar on the Hill by Wednesday, 
3 August.

Race starts and finishes at the 
Carnival, Oval 4 at 11am.

MURDER
Register at the Glasshouse, Bar 
on the Hill between Monday, 
25 July & Friday, 29 July, get 
assigned your victim and try 
your best to survive the week. 
Prizes to be won!

Last one standing at the 
Carnival on midday with the 
most ‘victim’ cards wins!
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CALL FOR ARTISTS AND EXHIBITORS
If you’d like to exhibit at Watt Space, we are currently 
calling for proposals for Semester 1, 2012. Proposals are 
due on or by Friday, 9 September. If you have an idea for a 
solo or a group show, don’t hesitate to contact us.

Watt Space is a contemporary art space that exhibits 
new work by current students and recent graduates of the 
University of Newcastle. Watt Space is run entirely for the 
benefit and use of students. 

There are a number of different ways you can get involved 
with Watt Space. You can put together a proposal to exhibit 
your work in the gallery. You can also volunteer to help 
at openings, do desk sits and help with installs and take 
downs.

Look See 2011
Curated by Carl Morgan

Opening night  

Friday, 5 August, from 
6.30pm.
Special event:
Secret Wars.

3 AUG - 21 AUG
Classify Me
Entry forms due for 
Classify Me, the 2011 
UoN Services Annual 
Student Art Prize. 
Enter for your chance 
to win over $2,500

12 AUGUST
Classify Me
Classify Me, the 2011 
UoN Services Annual 
Student Art Prize. 

24 AUG - 11 SEPT
Classify Me
6.30pm opening.
Announcement of 
winners of Classify Me, 
the 2011 UoN Services 
Annual Student 
Art Prize.

25 AUGUST

EXH
IBIT

ION
S

Email: anne.mclaughlin@newcastle.edu.au or amy.hill@uon.edu.au, 
Website: www.newcastle.edu.au/group/watt-space 
Facebook: Just search for Watt Space Student Gallery of the University of Newcastle.CONTACT US

WATT SPACE IS YOUR GALLERY

Classify Me, the 2011 UoN Services Ltd Annual Student 
Art Prize, is calling on students to respond to the notion 
of classifying art through the submission of new or recent 
work. Whether you are a traditional landscape painter, or a 
new media installation artist we want to know if you think art 
should be classified and how you classify yourself.

Over $3,000 prize money to be won. Entry is open to current 
University of Newcastle students, in any medium. 

Entry forms are due Friday August, 12. The Prize runs from 
24 August – 11 September. 

For more information or entry forms contact Amy Hill, 
curator, on amy.hill@uon.edu.au or go to 
www.newcastle.edu.au/group/watt-space

Over

$3,000
worth of 

prizes!

CLASSIFIED ART COMPETITION

Watt Space, University House, Auckland St Newcastle. Open 12 noon - 6pm, Wed-Sun. Ph: 4921 8733
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Ucard members get a great discount with 
nib and can get covered for all those 

things that really matter - basic hospital, 
ambulance and extras

 (optical, general dental, physio, chiro + more).

Join UCard today at uonservices.org.au

Already a Ucard member? 

Call 13 14 63 
to join nib today! 



The University Counselling Service offers free and 
confidential counselling to all students, including 
those at the Hunter Institute of TAFE and the Ourimbah 
Campus. 

The counsellors are professionally qualified Clinical 
Psychologists, Psychologists and Social Workers. You 
can discuss any issue which may be affecting you 
academically or personally whether it be adjustment 
to university life, relationship difficulties, anxiety, 
depression or course related issues.

Even if you have never sought counselling before there 
is no need to feel intimidated. Counselling can help you 
to get a clearer understanding of your issues and assist 
you to find effective solutions. 

Did you know?
The walk-in clinic is running at Callaghan campus 
on Monday and Wednesday at 2pm. From Week 6 
of Semester Two the walk-in clinic is also open on 
Thursday at 2pm.These clinics give new clients the 
opportunity to see a counsellor on the day. Walk in 
Clinic appointments cannot be pre-booked so please 
arrive at least 10 minutes before the clinic opens.

What else is on offer? 
By checking the webpage you can access many 
useful resources, including downloadable tip sheets, 
meditation exercises, useful web links and community 
contacts which may assist you in times of crisis.

How do you make an enquiry and/or appointment?
Call in to the office;
Callaghan: Hunter Building at HA20. Phone: 49215801
Ourimbah: Student Support office. Phone: 49484060
Visit: http://www.newcastle.edu.au/service/counselling/
Or email: counselling@newcastle.edu.au

SUPPORT U

NEXT MONTH

Next issue: Monday, 5 Sept

UNIVERSITY GAMES
Taking a look at what the games are about
and how you can get involved!

A taste of the cultural on campus.

How to have an entertaining weekend in
Newcastle on just $30!

CULTURAL AWAKENINGS

$30 WEEKEND

We know how important it is to get 

experience, so here’s your chance! If you 

would like to get involved in Yak, or have 

the chance to get your work published, 

email us at yakmagazine@gmail.com

CONTRIBUTORS
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS

PHOTOGRAPHERS
VOLUNTEERS

Drop us an email at 
yakmagazine@gmail.com
or post a comment on Yak’s 
Facebook page :)

Tell us 
what you 

think!

Yak Magazine -August 2011 19



Yak Magazine -August 201120



With the stage lit by a few dozen 
incandescent globes suspended in the air, 
a surreal scene was set, like an old-school 
theatre or kindergarten play, everything 
was set for a night of shifty moustaches 
and an eclectic blend of folk and rock as 
Boy & Bear brought their tour to Newcastle 
at the Bar on the Hill.

Fresh out of their Nashville studio recording 
a new album, the band were lined up to 
play before a sold-out crowd and continued 
their tour in stellar style in Newcastle.

While supporting acts Emma Louise and 
Jinja Safari brought plenty of talent (and, 
in the case of the latter, eccentricity) to 
the stage, it was clear who the audience 
wanted to see from the level of audience 
participation in the two supporting acts. As 
the quintet arrived on stage the crowd let 
out a deafening roar, raising their glasses.

Jumping straight into their set, Boy & Bear 
tantalised with a new song from their as 
yet unreleased record to start off with, 
before jumping into some old favourites. 
The crowd were at their feet, screaming 
at the top of their lungs to the likes of 
Mexican Mavis and Blood to Gold.

Throughout the rest of the set the band 
dallied between new and old, giving the 
audience a taste of what to expect from 
their upcoming album. The new songs 
kept to the band’s existing style, but 
featured a heavier style of guitar than Boy 
& Bear’s previous offering.

It was when the band brought out the 
song that made them famous, their cover 
of Crowded House’s Fall At Your Feet, 
that the crowd began to move. Phones 
and lighters were in the air as Boy & Bear 
enjoyed a moment of glory.

Their performance was flawless, 
with barely a note astray in either the 
instrumental or vocal work of the band. 
Vocalist Dave Hoskings’ throaty, husky 
vocals were as impressive as they were on 
the record, with harmonies fitting together 
perfectly with the other members of the 
band, in itself no mean feat because of 
their intricacies.

While Boy & Bear’s huge popularity across 
the country is a new experience for them, 
it’s apparent that they aren’t in the least 
bit uncomfortable with it. Hoskings and 
the other members spoke readily with the 
crowd, at once stage commenting on how 
lively the audience was.

With the show fast drawing to a close, 
Hoskings told the crowd that the band 
would not be performing an encore, citing 
the futility of such a gesture when done 
by a small band, in a small venue. It was 
an act of humility by a band that clearly 
has not gained any inflated view of itself 
despite both cult and mainstream success. 
With a couple more songs down, they 
thanked the audience and quietly exited 
the stage.

The band’s entry and exit were quiet and 
subdued, but the intensity and skill in their 
performance was one that affirms they will 
be around and successful for a long time.

“The crowd were at their 
feet, screaming at the top 
of their lungs to the likes 
of Mexican Mavis and 
Blood to Gold.”

By Lachlan Stevens
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Where is your favourite place at 
OURIMBAH campus? 
The food court, as it has good 
food, the library as it has some of 
the best facilities and the exercise 
physical labs because of the 
equipment and the opportunity to 
learn more exercise in class. 

What are your plans for 
Autonomy day, 2011?
I live at International House, so 
we have an early start with drinks, 
breakfast and college activities, 
then it’s onto Bar on the Hill. 

JOSH
EXERCISE & SPORTS 
SCIENCE

Where is your favourite place on 
campus? 
At the park across the road from the 
City Hub.

What are your thoughts on 
Autonomy Day 2011? 
There will be a 4am start to work, 
so I will be jealous of everyone else! 
Especially after being a resident at 
Teds, it will be one extreme to the 
other!

KIRSTY
MASTERS OF 
MARKETING

Where is your favourite place 
on campus? 
The green booths at Huxley library.

What would you like to see in 
YAK? What’s On, Gig guide.

What are your thoughts on 
Autonomy day 2011?
I haven’t been, but pretty sure I 
will have class. The events sounds 
really good though.

JOHN
MEDICINE

Where is your favourite place 
on campus? 
Mamadukes. It is warm, and my 
friends and I often meet there.

What would you like to see in 
YAK? More information about 
what’s on, as Hunter side doesn’t 
really see as much information as 
Shortland side.

What are your thoughts on 
Autonomy day 2011?
I have never been before, but it 
sounds like a fun day to hang out 
with friends. 

JENNIFER
VISUAL 
COMMUNICATION

Where is your favourite place 
on campus? 
The Hunter courtyard and library 
as they are convenient and where 
I spend most of my time.

What would you like to see in 
YAK magazine? 
A gig guide, sports.

What are your thoughts on 
Autonomy day 2011?
The assassin game from 2010 was 
fun, and I am looking forward to 
watching the billycart racing. 

SAM
ARTS & PRIMARY 
TEACHING

> Rowena Grant (photography)
> Jess McAneney

                                                                      “their favourite place on campus 
and their thoughts on Autonomy Day.”

This month, we asked the kids on campus

 ‘KEEP AN EYE OUT 

FOR OUR VOX POP 

INTERVIEWERS  

AROUND CAMPUS!’
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